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Title: Are You My Monster 

Author(s): Amanda Noll 

Illustrator:  Howard McWilliam 

Publisher: Flash Light Press 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: toddlers-5 years old 

Call Number: Juv BoardBk Noll 

 

A young boy draws a picture of his missing Monster, and then goes searching for him.  He compares 

each monster he meets to his picture.  Will the boy ever find his Monster?  This book has colorful 

pictures and simple text, and puts a twist on having monsters under the bed.   

 

 

Title: Poof!  A Bot! 

Author(s): Milgrim, David 

Publisher: Simon Spotlight 

Copyright: 2018 

Ages: 4-6 years old 

Call Number: Juv Primer Milgrim, David 

 

Zip is an alien magician.  He poofs a robot into being, and asks it to do his bidding by bringing him tea.  

When the robot won’t comply, Zip poofs up other robots.  Will he be able to make them do what he 

wants?  Will Zip ever get his tea?  Read this simple primer to find out.   

 

 

Title: Bat and Sloth Hang Around 

Author(s): Leslie Kimmelman 

Illustrator:  Seb Braun 

Publisher: Albert Whitman & Company 

Copyright: 2020 

Ages: 2nd -3rd grade 

Call Number: Juv Reader Kimmelman, Leslie 

 

Bat and Sloth meet when they are hanging around on the same branch.  Sloth wants to be friends, but 

Bat thinks they are too different.  Can these two critters find things in common and figure out how to 

share their branch?  What will happen when problems arise?  

 

This is a reader about an unlikely friendship.  It is divided into short chapters, and it does have some 

rainforest specific vocabulary.  Some new words, and some onomatopoeia might present a challenge to 

some readers.  

 

 



Title: Vlad the Rad 

Author(s): Brigette Barrager 

Illustrator(s): Brigette Barrager 

Publisher: Random House 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 5-8 

Call Number: Juv PicBk Barrager 

Branches: Main, Bluebonnet, Central, Delmont Gardens, Fairwood, Greenwell Springs, PrideChaneyville, 

Zachary 

Vlad is a vampire that likes a lot of things. His favorite thing is skateboarding, but his teacher, Miss 

Fussbucket, does not allow it. Miss Fussbucket wants Vlad to focus on being spookier like his classmates, 

but Vlad cannot help the stoked feeling he gets from skateboarding tricks. While on a school field trip Vlad 

gets an idea on how to skateboard and be spookier at the same time. 

The illustrations reflect the energy of the story with a Halloween feel. There are well detailed drawings 

and in rich color. 

Vlad the Rad takes place in a school setting, and would be suitable for school age readers and any reader 

who likes Halloween, skateboarding, comedy, or vampires. 

 

 

Title: Stoop Sale Treasure (Hand-Me-Down Magic #1) 

Author: Corey Ann Haydu 

Illustrator: Luisa Uribe 

Publisher: Katherine Tegen Books 

Copyright: 2020 

Ages: 6-10 

Call Number: Juv Step-up Haydu, Corey 

 

What an exciting time to be at the tall brick apartment house on 86 ½ Twenty-Third Avenue! 

Alma is moving with her parents into the 5th floor apartment, right near her best friend and cousin Del, 

who lives on the 3rd floor! Their Abuelita lives on the second floor, and little cousin Evie and Titi Rosa 

live on the third! Exuberant Del is so happy to welcome Alma to her new home and neighborhood, 

especially to all the wonderful things within the first floor store, The Curious Cousins Secondhand 

Shoppe. Alma is filled with wonder at it all, happy to become more a part of daily life of the Puerto Rican 

side of her family. She does miss her old home a little; it had a lake she loved to draw. For sure, she will 

have to do drawings in her new home too. Del sees that Alma is “smiling and frowning” at the same 

time, and that worries her a little. She wants to make sure Alma is happy at her new home, and sees all 

the magic in and around it. 

Del is excited to tell Alma about the tradition of stoop sales in their neighborhood. They go to 

one with their Abuelita to find some treasures to re-sell at the Curious Cousins Secondhand Shoppe. 



There, Del finds a beautiful pair of jangly earrings she thinks are magical. Alma is skeptical about things 

being magical. The separate way the two best friend view this pair of earrings lays bare differences 

between the two cousins and leads to their first big disagreement. Luckily, with Abuelita’s wise 

presence, they two best friends make up and can more appreciate their different personalities. They can 

celebrate their new being together in family, which is magical indeed! 

 

 

Title: Explosion at the Poem Factory 

Author(s): Lukoff, Kyle 

Illustrator(s): Hoffman, Mark 

Publisher: Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press 

Copyright: 2020 

Ages: 11 and up 

Call Number: Juv Lukoff, Kyle 

 

Caution!  Warning!   

 

Read all of the back matter (pgs. 28-43) before attempting to read the short story  

(pgs. 4-27) unless you are a poetry scholar. 

   

“…Kilmer Watts had to find a new job.” (pg. 5)  As he packs his things from his old job, he spots a Help 

Wanted sign at Amalgamated Verse & Strophe, the poem factory.  Soon, Kilmer learns that “it’s easy to 

assemble a poem.” (pg. 13)  After a year of working at the poem factory, the machines begin to 

malfunction, disaster strikes and the factory explodes.  Once again, Kilmer Watts needs a job.  Instead of 

manufacturing poems, he begins to teach lessons in poetry.   

 

This book may be useful as teaching or poetry resource.   

 

 

Title:  Unicorn Bowling                                                                                            

Author(s):  Dana Simpson                                                                                

Illustrator(s):  Dana Simpson 

Publisher:  Andrews McMeel 

Copyright:  2019                                                                                 

Ages:  9-11                                                               

Call Number:  Juv Graphic Phoebe and Her Unicorn V. 9                                                                                     

 

Unicorn Bowling is the ninth volume in the Phoebe and Her Unicorn series by Dana Simpson. It is a 

middle grade graphic novel featuring a nine-year-old girl named Phoebe and her unicorn best friend, 

Marigold Heavenly Nostrils, as main characters. Phoebe is a loner and everyone makes fun of her for 

being obsessed with unicorns. Marigold, on the other hand, is pretty obsessed with unicorns as well—

especially herself. The two friends have many adventures together including discussing new ways to 

ignore “Mean Girl” Dakota, writing their own songs, summer camp, and of course bowling.  

 



This is a fun book that does not take itself too seriously. There is a lot of sarcasm and running jokes 

between the two friends that might be a little difficult for younger kids to understand, but the average 

ten-year-old will probably really enjoy the book’s quirky sense of humor. Rather than one continuous 

story told throughout the pages of the book, this graphic novel is separated into many smaller stories 

that flow from one into another. Most of the stories feature Phoebe and Marigold talking about things 

going on in Phoebe’s life and Marigold relating it to unicorn “culture.” There is also a glossary in the back 

of the book to help young readers with unfamiliar words.  

 

 

Title:  Becoming Kid Quixote: A True Story of Belonging in America 

Author(s):  Sarah Sierra and Stephen Haff 

Publisher:  Harper 

Copyright: 2020 

Ages: 8-12 

Call Number: Juv 973.046 S572b 

 

Ten-year old Sarah Sierra is a Mexican American girl from Brooklyn, NY. She attends an after-school 

program called “Still Waters in a Storm,” a safe haven for children that encourages the arts, and 

specifically, an acting program called The Traveling Serialized Adventures of Kid Quixote. In this program 

the children write modern day episodes of Miguel de Cervantes’ novel Don Quixote de la Mancha. 

(“…sometimes we change the story so that it makes more sense to kids living right now.”) Their director 

is Stephen Haff, a former school teacher, who has also written the companion adult book entitled Kid 

Quixotes: A Group of Students, Their Teacher, and the One-Room School Where Everything is Possible.  

 

The book gives an insight not only into the artistic world of writing, rehearsing, and performing the Don 

Quixote adaptations, but also offers glimpses of her world as part of an immigrant family in America. For 

example, on Sundays, Sarah spends time with her dad because her mother works. They go to mass, then 

to the tortilleria where her abuela Araceli works. It is half restaurant, half tortilla factory. She describes 

the machinery to make the masa dough, the paintings on the wall, the delicious aromas that waft from 

the establishment, as well as the delicious food that they eat there. 

 

The writing style is simple, but delightful. In describing a scene from the play, she says she puts her 

school skirt over her jeans and pretends it’s a flowery dress. Later in the scene she says to the audience, 

“I hate dresses!” and stuffs the skirt into her backpack. In parenthesis she writes, “This is why it is called 

acting: I don’t really hate dresses that much.” 

 

Black and white photographs complement the short chapters, allowing the reader to feel a real 

connection to Sarah and her birth family, as well as to her after-school family. It is an inspiring memoir 

that I highly recommend. 

 

 

Title: No Steps Behind: Beate Sirota Gordon’s Battle for Women’s Rights in Japan                                                                                                    

Author: Jeff Gottesfeld                                                                                        

Illustrator: Shiella Witanto                                                                                       



Publisher: Creston Books, LLC: Berkeley, CA                                                                                            

Copyright: 2020                                                                                         

Ages: 8-12 (Grades 3-6)                                                                                         

Call Number: Juv Bio G661.67g                                                                                              

 

Have you ever heard of Beate Sirota Gordon? While not well known in the United States, she is viewed 

as a hero in the eyes of many Japanese women. Discover how Beate, a Jewish Russian immigrant, spent 

her childhood in Japan, where she began to notice that traditional Japanese expressions such as 

“Women walk three steps behind” which showed that women were treated unfairly and seen as inferior 

to Japanese men. Later, while separated from her parents during World War II, Beate became an 

interpreter and used her knowledge of Japanese to help the United States, later returning to Japan to 

help write its new constitution.  

 

Jeff Gottesfeld’s straightforward text combined with Shiella Witanto’s vibrant watercolor illustrations 

help tell the compelling story of a woman who fought against both the American military and Japanese 

culture in order to ensure that the women of Japan would have the same rights as its men for 

generations to come. 
 

 

 

 


