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Title: Count Me In 
Author(s): Cynthia Weill 
Publisher: Cinco Puntos Press 
Copyright: 2012 
Ages: babies- kindergarten 
Call Number: Juv BoardBk Weill 
 
This is a counting book celebrating Mexican folk art.  The numbers are written in both English and 
Spanish, and the corresponding page has the matching number of ceramic figures, with a sentence in 
English and Spanish about the picture.  There are no numerals included with the number words, but the 
art is bright and colorful, and the book is bilingual.   
 
 
Title: Fly Guy’s Stuck 
Author(s): Tedd Arnold 
Publisher: Cartwheel Books 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 1st and 2nd grade 
Call Number: Juv Primer Arnold, Tedd 
 
This book tells the story of Fly Guy and Buzz playing hide and seek, when Fly Guy suddenly gets trapped 
in a garbage truck and sent to the dump.  Will Buzz be able to find Fly Guy among all the other bugs at 
the dump?  This book does have a fair number of short ‘u’ words, but there is a good bit of text on each 
page.  Fly guy fans will enjoy this new story about Buzz and his pet fly.   
 
 
Title: Eloise at the Wedding  
Author(s): Margaret McNamara  
Illustrator:  Katherine Mitter 
Publisher: Simon Spotlight 
Copyright: 2006 
Ages: Kindergarten and 1st grade 
Call Number: Juv Primer Arnold, Tedd 
 
This is a cute story about Eloise, who lives at the plaza hotel, and loves weddings.  A wedding will be 
taking place, but where is the bride?  She’s in the bathroom crying!  Can Eloise help save the day?  
Colorful illustrations and simple text make this a book that beginner readers will enjoy.   
 
Title:  The Only Way I Can 
Author(s):  Bonnie Grubman 
Illustrator(s):  Carolien Westermann 



Publisher:  Clavis 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages:  3 to 8 
Call Number: Juv PicBk Grubman, Bonnie 
Branches:  MA, BA, DG, ED, GS, SC 
 
This is a story about Rabbit and Bird.  Rabbit sees Bird flying one day and wants to know from Bird – how 
does he do that?  How does he fly?  Bird tries to help Rabbit fly by instructing him as if it were simple, 
but Rabbit struggles to get it right.  Rabbit can’t just flap his arms and start to lift.  He wasn’t born to fly 
like Bird.  Bird suggests to Rabbit that he pump up his muscles, so Rabbit does some pushups.  When 
that didn’t work Bird gathered some odds and ends, and even some of his own feathers to attach to 
Rabbit’s arms to help.  When that didn’t work Rabbit does more exercises - pushups and arm exercises.  
He even does squats and sit-ups.  Still Rabbit could not fly.   
 
Rabbit got an idea.  He started to run and run and run as fast as he could.  To Bird’s surprise Rabbit said 
he wanted to get to where the Eagles soar.  But Rabbit didn’t want to dive.  He wanted to be high upon 
the edge of the cliff to feel the breeze and see the changing sky.   
 
Bird asks Rabbit – how do you do that?  How does he run so fast?  Rabbit replies because he was born 
to.  Then Bird heads home before he got any bright ideas. 
 
This is a cozy story that is warmly illustrated with some water colors.  Suitable story for young children, 
and enjoyable read for all who are interested in animals or friendship. 
 
Title: Owl Diaries, Eva and the Lost Pony 
Author:  Rebecca Elliott 
Illustrator:  Rebecca Elliott 
Publisher:  Scholastic 
Copyright:  2018 
Age:  1-2 grade 
Call Number:  Juv Step-Up, Elliott, Rebecca 
 
Summary:  In this early chapter book, aimed at newly independent reading, the main character is Eva 
Wingdale.  This book has colorful illustrations on every page, along with easy to read text and fast-paced 
text.   
Eva keeps a diary of her activities.  Her teacher at Owlelementary wants the students to take an Owl 
Oath (since owls are known as Keepers of the Forest).  The students have to think of something to show 
they understand the true meaning of the oath, (owls must promise to be wise, brave, and kind to other 
forest folk). 
The owls were dismissed one day early due to a bad storm coming.  On Eva’s way home, she finds a lost 
pony.  Eva leads the pony to a cave to wait out the storm.  Afterwards, Eva thinks she is not brave 
enough to take the oath, but all the animals of the forest convince Eva her actions are worthy on taking 
the oath. 



This is the eighth book in the Owl Diaries series.  These books will boost reading confidence and provide 
an enjoyable reading experience. 
 
Title: Princess Cora and the Crocodile 
Author(s): Schlitz, Laura Amy 
Illustrator(s): Floca, Brian 
Publisher: Candlewick Press 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 4-8 (5-10) 
Call Number: Juv Schlitz, Laura 
 
Princess Cora and the Crocodile is the story of a young princess who longs for one day of freedom from 
her strict nanny and overprotective parents. Surprisingly, help arrives in the form of a naughty yet 
lovable crocodile with a hankering for cream puffs. The story is text-rich but also beautifully illustrated in 
color. 
 
The book begins with the king and queen admiring their beautiful, perfect new baby. “‘Someday our 
little girl will be Queen!’ said the King. All at once the Queen looked worried, and so did the King, 
because blue eyes and pink toes would not help Princess Cora to rule the land. ‘We must teach her,’ said 
the Queen. ‘We must train her,’ said the King. So that very day the King and Queen began to train 
Princess Cora…By the time she was seven years old, there wasn’t a single minute when Princess Cora 
wasn’t being trained.” (p. 2)  
Cora is overwhelmed with a nanny who is obsessed with cleanliness and forces her to take three baths a 
day, a mother who forces her to study boring books all day, and a father who wants her to be strong and 
forces her to skip rope every day. To help bear the burden, Cora longs for a pet dog. So, one night, she 
writes a letter to her fairy godmother: 
“Dear Godmother, 
Nobody listens to me. My mother and father won’t let me have a pet and Nanny says I don’t even want 
one. But I do. And I’m sick and tired of everything. Please help me.  
Love, Cora” (p. 13)  
Cora’s wish is answered but not in the way she expects and she is granted an enormous crocodile rather 
than a dog. The princess and the crocodile switch places for a day. Cora escapes into the woods for a day 
of adventure: climbing trees, eating strawberries, picking buttercups, and getting dirty. Meanwhile, the 
crocodile forces the nanny into the bathtub, locks the queen in the tower with only the dull books, and 
chases the king around the gym tying him up with the skipping rope! At the end of the day when Cora 
returns to the castle, will things return to the way they were?  
 
Title:  Akissi: Tales of Mischief  
Author: Marguerite Abouet 
Illustrator: Mathieu Sapin 
Publisher: Flying Eye Books 
Copyright: 2018 
Ages: 7-11+ 
Call Number: Juv Graphic Akissi 



 
What a delightful, laugh-out-loud funny book, with a wonderfully charming, adventurous, creatively 
mischievous main character, Akissi, who will appeal to young readers of a variety of ages, girls and boys 
alike. The book is a compilation of comics inspired by author Marguerite Abouet’s childhood living in the 
Ivory Coast in the 1970s. Each panel is a feast for the eyes, vividly illustrated with an abundance of detail 
by Mathieu Sapin.    
 
When a doll breaks due to a tug of war, Akissi and her friends seize upon a real baby crawling by to use 
as their baby doll.  When Akissi is fed up with having her hair painfully twisted into braids, she comes up 
with a plan to purposely catch lice so she can have it shaved. She befriends a mouse who comes into her 
bed at night, sneaking food on her fingers for him to lick. (Cut to a scene with Akissi sound asleep on her 
bed, with three mice, one munching on her foot.) Akissi’s older brother Fofana gets into enough trouble 
as well—sneaking into a cinema, using slingshots to hunt pigeons and rabbits, and taunting Akissi 
mercilessly—but Akissi turns the table on him a few times, most notably in two vignettes that have quite 
the gross out factor! Akissi is easy to love though. Kids will easily relate to her, with her ability to find 
wonder and delight in the everyday goings on of life, busy with family, friends, and community.  

 
Title: Trailblazer: the story of ballerina Raven Wilkinson 
Author(s): Leda Schubert 
Illustrator(s): Theodore Taylor 
Publisher: Little Bee Books: New York, NY 
Copyright: 2018 
Ages: 4-8 
Call Number: Juv Bio W686.6s 
 
Most of us are familiar with Misty Copeland, the famous ballerina. But not as many know the story of 
Misty’s mentor, Raven Wilkinson. Raven Wilkinson was the first black ballerina to dance on tour with a 
major American troupe. Dancing during the 1950s and 60s, she encountered racism, resistance, and 
conflicts. She did not let this deter her and fought to stay true to who she was and what she loved.  
Raven’s strength and resolve would inspire the woman who became first black principal ballerina for a 
major international company and hundreds of young black girls like her.  
The illustrations are large, yet simple, allowing the story of Raven to have center stage. A dictionary of 
common ballet terms is included in the back along with a foreword from Misty Copeland and a note to 
the readers from Raven.  
 
Title: A House in the Sky and Other Uncommon Animal Homes 
Author(s): Jenkins, Steve 
Illustrator(s): Gourley, Robbin 
Publisher: Charlesbridge Publishing 
Copyright: 2018 
Ages: 7-9 
Call Number: Juv 591.564 J52h 
 



“Where do animals make their homes? The sky is the limit!”  Literally. This book introduces children to a 
variety of animals and their unusual homes; from the common swift who spends months in the air at a 
time to the larva of a Mexican Book Beatle who chews his way out of a book as an adult: finally ending 
with the human who stays safe and warm in their house.  The homes can be built, like the satin 
bowerbird who weaves a decorative nest to lure a mate, or found, like an old shoe for a house mouse.  
 
 In this informational book Steve Jenkins introduces a variety of unusual homes on land, sea and air.  
Because this book has simple sentences in large print on each page along with smaller informational 
text, this book can be read as a read aloud story or as an informational introduction to this topic. As the 
illustrations are subtle. simple watercolors of the animals and their environment. the text encourages 
children to learn more on this topic and find real world pictures. The last few pages of this book includes 
a little more detailed information on each animal and their home. 
 
 


