
October 2019 Booktalks, Compiled 

 

Title:  BabyBug July/August 2019 Volume 25 Number 6 

Author(s): Multiple                                                                                    

Illustrator(s): Multiple                                                                                   

Publisher: Cricket Media                                                                                        

Copyright: June 2019                                                                                        

Ages: 0-3                                                                                        

Call Number: Juv Main                                                                                        

 

Cute stories and poems centered on summer topics like the beach, going to the zoo and playing outside. 

Favorite one was “Zoo Parade” about a poem about a little boy creating a parade with his stuffed 

animals. There are interesting activities for some of the stories and poems that parents can do with their 

children.  

 

Title: Fox the Tiger                                                                                                    

Author(s): Corey R. Tabor                                                                                     

Publisher: Balzar & Bray                                                                                        

Copyright: 2018                                                                                         

Ages: 4-8                                                                                         

Call Number: Juv Primer Tabor                                                                                           

 

After reading a book on tigers, Fox thinks they are the best so he decides to paint stripes on himself and 

become one. He meets turtle who mistakes him for fox.  After turtle talks with fox, he decides to 

become a race car and paints racing stripes on his shell. Once he explains how he is a race car, rabbit 

decides to join the fun and become a robot by placing a box on his head. They play until it starts to rain 

and their disguises are ruined. Fox is bummed until he meets squirrel who thinks foxes are the best.  

 

Title: 3 x 4                                                                                                      

Author(s): Ivan Brunetti                                                                                         

Illustrator(s):                                                                                        

Publisher: Toon Books                                                                                            

Copyright: 2018                                                                                         

Ages: 5-8                                                                                      

Call Number: Juv Reader Brunetti                                                                                              

 

Annemarie and eleven other classmates are given a homework challenge to find various ways to draw 

sets of twelve. Annemarie tries to enlist her dad’s help but gets frustrated and begins to wonder about 

what her classmates are drawing. Each classmate is drawing different objects in sets of 3’s or 4’s or 6’s 

or one complete dozen. Annemarie draws each of her classmates playing a different instrument. The 

author includes instructions on how parents or teachers can use this book to reinforce counting and 

multiplication.  

 

 



Title: Bedtime for Little Bulldozer                                                                                       

Author(s): Elise Broach                                                                                         

Illustrator(s): Barry E. Jackson                                                                                        

Publisher: Henry Holt and Company                                                                                            

Copyright: 2019                                                                                          

Ages: 4-8                                                                                          

Call Number: Juv PicBk Broach, Elise  

                                                                                             

 

A familiar tale for all parents, Little Bulldozer is ready for bed but cannot sleep. Is he too cold? Is there a 

monster under the bed? Is he lonely? As he struggles to resolve his sleeping dilemma, the humor of the 

book comes to the forefront as Little Bulldozer (Little B.) is shown living in a regular house with human 

parents! When Little B. checks for monsters under his bed, his own weight knocks the bed over with a 

loud crash. When he tries to “tip toe” down the stairs to see what his parents are doing, he falls with a 

great deal of noise. His parents remind him several times that it is now time to go to sleep and they are 

tired of his noisy stalling. Finally, Little B. finds a solution to his problem: joining his steamroller and 

excavator sisters in their cozy bedroom. The book’s illustration details include many nods to Little 

Bulldozer’s mechanical heritage: from his tractor and truck toys, to his wrecking ball bookends, to his 

tool covered bedspread, and, most importantly, the framed portraits throughout the book of his 

ancestors bestowed with classic cars for heads. 

 

 

Title:  Dragon Masters Eye of the Earthquake Dragon #13    

Author: Tracey West 

Illustrator: Daniel Griffo 

Publisher: Scholastic Inc. 

Copyright: April 2019 

Ages: 6-8 

Call Number:  Juv Step-up West, Tracey   
                          
Summary: The good wizard, Griffith and four dragon masters: Drake, Rori, Jean, and Darma along with 
their individual dragons are on a mission. They must work together to keep an evil wizard, Maldred from 
using the gold and silver keys to unlock the Naga. If Maldred unlocks the Naga, he will have the power to 
destroy the world with earthquakes. The book ends with a cliffhanger, which prompts the reader to 
want to read the next book in the Dragon Masters series. In addition, a few discussion questions are 
listed in the back of the book.  
 

 

Title: The Mystery of Black Hollow Lane 

Author: Julia Nobel 

Illustrator(s):  

Publisher: Sourcebooks, Inc. 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 9-12 

Call Number: Juv Nobel, Julia 



 

The story opens with 11-year-old Emmeline celebrating her mother’s up-coming book tour.  Her mother 

is a renowned child psychologist who can’t seem to find much time to spend with Emmy.  Her father 

disappeared when Emmy was 3 and she only has vague memories of a nice man picking her up and the 

fresh smell of peppermint.  Emmy’s mother announces that since she will be preoccupied with a new 

television series she’s filming about parenting; Emmy will go to a boarding school in England. 

 

Before leaving, Emmy receives a puzzling, anonymous letter warning her to hold on to any relics she 

may have found belonging to her father.  So she decides to search their house in Connecticut for relics.  

Not only does she discover that her father took her mother’s name after they were married, she finds 

tucked away in a secret compartment in the attic chimney an intricately carved box with 12 medallions 

inside.  There is also a note from her dad asking her to keep them safe. 

 

Emmy has changed schools often but travelling to an English boarding school is a new and daunting 

experience for her.  As the story unfolds we learn that her father attended the same school and that 

there is a lot of mystery and danger involved especially with the Latin Club.    

 

The Mystery of Black Hollow Lane concludes with us knowing a bit more about her father and his 

disappearance but nothing conclusive leading the reader to expect a sequel, which is expected next 

spring. 

 

 

Title: Dog Man: For Whom the Ball Rolls                                                                                                     

Author(s): Dav Pilkey                                                                                        

Illustrator(s): Dav Pilkey                                                                                       

Publisher: Graphix, an imprint of Scholastic Inc.                                                                                           

Copyright: 2019                                                                                         

Ages: 7+                                                                                         

Call Number: Juv Graphic Dog Man v. 7                                                                                             

 

In this latest installment of Dog Man, we find our hero struggling to overcome his lack of focus when it 

comes to his natural instincts. With the help of his friends Li’l Petey and live-in robot 80 HD, Dog Man 

eventually overcomes his natural instincts to chase squirrels, balls, and cats. However due to this 

endeavor, he now faces a fear of chasing balls. At the same time big Petey is released from jail for good 

behavior and seeks to reclaim his little boy, Li’l Petey. Petey is still coming to terms with trying to be a 

“good guy”, but gets guidance and reassurance from Li’l Petey. In this volume we also meet Petey’s good 

for nothing father and welcome back Dr. Scum from the first book who is back with another nasty plot 

to steal and plunder his way through the city. Will Dog Man overcome his fear to save the day? Will 

Petey embrace his good side and learn to be a better father? Will Dr. Scum’s plan succeed? 

 

 

 

Title:  The Important Thing About Margaret Wise Brown 

Author(s):  Mac Barnett 



Illustrator(s):  Sarah Jacoby 

Publisher:   Harper Collins Publishers 

Copyright:  2019 

Ages: 8 and up 

Call Number: Juv  Bio  B878.7ba 

 

     The most important thing about this book called The Most Important Thing about Margaret Wise 

Brown, is that it is a wonderful book to read!  It is a picture book biography of a remarkable author of 

picture books.  Mac Barnett even wrote this book in a similar fashion to the way Margaret Wise Brown 

wrote her books; especially her book titled The Important Book. 

   Mac Barnett lets the reader know from page one, that this biography will be different.  He writes that 

Margaret Wise Brown lived for 42 years and so this book will be 42 pages long.  It does not give 

chronological details of her life.  Instead, Mac Barnet just wants to tell us some important things about 

Margaret’s life.  He tells us, that as a child Margaret skinned a rabbit and wore its pelt.  He tells us about 

the people and animals she loved.  Barnett recounts a conflict she had with a stuffy librarian and her 

ideas for dealing with difficult people.  He tells us that Margaret Wise Brown wrote over 100 books for 

children.  That her stories, like Goodnight Moon, The Runaway Bunny, and The Little Fur Family, almost 

never made it into a library even though they have now been shared with children through several 

generations.  Barnett ends by telling us Margaret Wise Brown wrote children’s books because she 

believed children deserved important books. 

     One cannot come away from reading this book without feeling many emotions.  For Margaret Wise 

Brown was a remarkable woman who touched so many and changed the way we think about books. 

 

 

Title: A Ray of Light 

Author(s): Walter Wick 

Illustrator(s): N/A 

Publisher:  Scholastic Press 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 8-11 

Call Number: Juv 535 W636r 

 

 Have you ever wondered about light, what iridescence actually is, and what are the true primary 

colors? Well, good news for you because I have a fantastic book for you right here! A Ray of Light tackles 

many questions and tricky terminology that is involved with light and the spectrum of colors! Walter Wick 

does a fantastic job separating each term and painstakingly explains the illusive concept of light. 

Everything from energy, incandescence, color spectrum, lens, and even sunlight. Practically every topic in 

this the study of light is discussed in this book! The explanations are easy to understand, though some 

later topics may take further research to fully comprehend. With large, colorful photographs and careful 

language, this book is a must for STEAM teachers, classrooms, and even for the young budding scientist.  

 


