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Title:  Little Truck 

Author(s):  Taro Gomi 

Illustrator(s):  Taro Gomi 

Publisher:  Chronicle Books LLC 

Copyright:  2018 

Ages:  2-5 

Call Number:  Juv Boardbk Gomi  

 

Originally published in Japan. 

 

Little Truck is busy rolling away and going fast, and then slow, and then fast again.  On Little Truck’s 

journey, he goes up the hill with a little push and into the dark.  In the end Little Truck is carried home. 

 

Illustrations are colorful.  Punctuation gives the story excitement.  Simple shapes do well to compliment 

the simple story. 

 

 

Title:  Peppa Pig Phonics 

Author(s):  adapted by Lorraine Gregory 

Illustrator(s):  Shirley Ng-Benitez 

Publisher:  Scholastic Inc. 

Copyright:  2017 

Ages:  3-7 

Call Number:  Juv Primer Gregory  

 

Peppa Pig Phonics is a collection of 10 books based on the TV series created by Neville Astley and Mark 

Baker.  Each book has short sentences with repetitions that focus on short vowel sounds.  At the end of 

each book, there are review words and sight words used in the story.  The context seems to be 

deliberate in aiding the parent/ teacher in working with a child using phonics and reading so the child 

can benefit from each factor included in the format.  The stories included may be interesting to readers 

who like stories that are funny and that rhyme, or readers that like Peppa Pig.  

 

The 10 books: 

 

Book 1, Short A – Look at That Hat 

Book 2, Short E – The Best Pet 

Book 3, Short I – Fix-It Daddy Pig 

Book 4, Short O – Lots of Jobs 

Book 5, Short U – Fun in the Sun 

Book 6, Short A – Daddy Pig Can! 

Book 7, Short E – They Get Wet 



Book 8, Short I – Peppa’s Trip 

Book 9, Short O – Mr. Fox’s Shop 

Book 10, Short U – Mummy Pig’s Good Luck 

 

 

Title:  The Garden 

Author(s):  Gwendolyn Hooks 

Illustrator(s):  Shirley Ng-Benitez 

Publisher:  Lee and Low Books, Inc 

Copyright:  2018 

Ages:  5-8 

Call Number:  Juv Reader Hooks, Gwendolyn 

Dive Into Reading 

 

Lily likes to garden, and misses her garden at her old home.  Lily’s mom suggests going to the public 

garden.  When Lily volunteers to help Mr. Sam with the public garden, she wonders if her friends will like 

gardening as much as she does.  Lily’s friends have concerns of it being no fun at all, but Mr. Sam walks 

Lily, Pablo, Mei, Padma, and Henry through the process step-by-step.  They selected seeds, found a 

sunny spot for each plant, dug holes in the soil, and watered their seeds.  It did not seem like it would be 

much fun waiting for their plants to grow over months.  Despite that, they worked at the garden while 

they waited every day.  The group was excited about their plants and had so much fun they asked to 

help with the public garden next year. 

 

The Reader is formatted in 3 separate chapters titled “Helping,” “Planting,” and “Growing”.  The story is 

easy to read while encouraging readers to have a healthy hobby through planting fruit and vegetables.  

The illustrations depicted the story with lots of color, and diverse characters.  Readers interested in 

gardening already or learning a new activity would enjoy The Garden.  This book will also work well for 

Garden/ Market to table programming in the Spring. 

 

 

Title:   Sadiq and the Pet Problem 

Author(s):  Nuurali, Siman 

Illustrator(s):  Sarkar, Anjan 

Publisher:  Picture Window Books, a Capstone imprint 

Copyright:  2020                                                                              

Ages:                            3rd-4th grade 

Call Number:  Juv Step-up Nuurali, Siman 

 

Sadiq and his classmates want a classroom pet, so they form a club to research and decide what pet 

would work best.  After the children in the class decide which pet they want and go to get it, that pet is 

no longer available.  What will Sadiq and his friends do now?  Will their teacher allow them to have a 

different pet than the one they voted on?  Read and find out.   

 

 



Title:   Secondhand Wishes 

Author(s):  Anna Staniszewski 

Illustrator(s):  N/A 

Publisher:  Scholastic Press                                                                                      

Copyright:  2019                                                                                 

Ages:                           9-11                                                               

Call Number:  Juv Staniszewski, Anna 

 

Lexi is a firm believer in the power of good luck. She wishes on four leaf clovers, never steps on sidewalk 

cracks, and tries to do everything perfectly so that her life can be the best it can be. The universe has 

betrayed her lately, however, and now her life is in constant turmoil. Her best friend, Cassa, has started 

spending all of her time with the new girl in town and Lexi doesn’t feel that they have a connection 

anymore.  She is worried about her little brother, Austin, who has a rare digestive disorder and has to 

have another surgery, and the anxiety about Austin’s health and the increasing medical bills are putting 

a strain on her parents’ marriage. What can she do to change her luck? 

 

One day, while helping out at the local antique shop, Lexi finds some wishing stones and uses them to 

make her problems disappear. Unfortunately, the stones had been used before and now her wishes are 

tangled up with the previous owner’s wishes--which leads to disastrous consequences for all those 

involved. As Lexi longs for her old life back, she realizes that life may not be perfect, but bargaining with 

the fates to trade a bad situation for a better one only leads to disappointment in the end. If you want 

to see how Lexi remedies her situation, you’ll have to read the book to find out! 

 

 

Title: The Becket List: A Blackberry Farm Story 

Author: Adele Griffin 

Illustrator: LeUyen Pham 

Publisher: Algonquin Young Readers 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 8-11 

Call Number: Juv Griffin, Adele 

 

Nine-year-old Becket Branch is constantly on the lookout for something to give her reason to 

exclaim, “Beautiful Alert!” She’s irrepressibly enthusiastic and exuberant and is taking these traits with 

her to the country, where her family is moving after living all her life in the city. Her older sister Caroline 

and twin brother Nicholas are less than thrilled. They are mopey and fearful, already missing their best 

friends in the city. Even though Becket knows she’ll miss her best friend, Caleb, she’s ready to embrace 

the change and become a true country girl! She’s just sure she’ll make a best country friend too. The day 

the Branch family moves, she starts creating a list she entitles, “How to Be a Country Kid.” First, she says 

goodbye to all the things she loves in the city. Second, she changes her name from Rebecca to Becket. 

Her mother and grandmother accept the new name right away, but it takes a little longer for her father. 

Once moved into her grandmother’s farm, Becket becomes Gran’s helper with the animals. 

Right away, she finds it suits her well, except for having to deal with her grandmother’s queen hen, 



Laying Godiva, who’d rather take a big peck out of Becket. Becket and Nicholas go to a summer day 

camp, while Caroline helps Gran at the cash register of her country store. Becket is surprised to see that 

shy Nicholas fits in much better at camp than she does and makes new friends before she does. That’s 

not the way it used to be! Finding a new best friend proves difficult.  She notices though that their old 

dog, Mr. Fancypants, is following her around more. She starts to feel very solicitous toward him, 

whereas before she’d just passed him off as an old, fuddy-duddy, boring dog, who preferred Nicholas to 

her. Becket never loses her spunky, positive spirit, even as things don’t go as she’d first preferred. 

Children will enjoy her delightful, heartfelt journey to becoming a true country kid. They may even find 

themselves exclaiming, “Beautiful Alert!”  

 

 

Title:  The Time Museum V. 2 

Author(s): Matthew Loux 

Illustrator(s): Matthew Loux 

Publisher: First Second 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 10-13 

Call Number: Juv Graphic Time Museum v. 2 

 

Summary: 

The Time Museum V. 2 is a fast-paced graphic novel about the Epoch Squad, a time traveling team led 

by Delia Bean, a young girl from the current era. The team includes Michiko Oda, a Japanese girl from 

200 years in the future, Titus Valerius Marianus, a boy from Ancient Rome, Dex, a Neanderthal caveman 

(who is smart), Greer Wedderburn, a Scottish girl from the current era, and Reggie Palmer, a boy genius 

from 51st century Canada. The team first came together in the Time Museum v. 1 (2017), as they all 

interned for Delia’s Uncle Lyndon, founder of the titular Time Museum, where Earth’s greatest wonders 

are displayed.  In this second volume of the series, the team is back and once again adventuring into the 

past. But Uncle Lyndon points out in training that the team has yet to be sent any of history’s pivot 

points, “highly influential events that happened in earth’s timeline.”  They must be very careful and 

diligent and “preserve and maintain history as it stands” (the museum’s time travel mission statement). 

They must only observe and maintain the timeline as it is, not change it. They are also tasked with 

preventing any tampering of the past by those who WOULD change it, and of course, there are some! 

In this volume, the Epoch Squad is sent to Versailles in 1778 to protect the alliance between the U.S. and 

France. Someone may be tampering with events and could possibly change the course of history. The 

team is led by none other than Richard M. Nixon, a fellow time traveler. “Tomorrow we’re going on a 

good, Republican-style reconnaissance mission” he tells them.  The team gets caught in a causality time 

loop, a “destabilization of the timeline occurring when a time traveler becomes directly involved in their 

own past events.” In other words, they get help in their adventure from their future selves. There is lots 

of action in the book and even a few budding romances. But, will the team escape the time loop? You’ll 

have to read The Time Machine V. 2 to find out. 

 

 

 

 



Title: Look! I Wrote a Book! (And You Can Too!)                                                                                                     

Author: Sally Lloyd-Jones                                                                                         

Illustrator: Neal Layton                                                                                        

Publisher: Schwartz & Wade Books: New York, NY                                                                                            

Copyright: 2019                                                                                         

Ages: 4-8 (Preschool – Grade 3)                                                                                         

Call Number: Juv 808.3 L793L                                                                                              

 

Want to write a book but don’t know where to start? Let the young narrator of Sally Lloyd-Jones’ book 

help you figure it out! She will walk you through the entire process, from deciding what to write about 

to how to tell a story and sell it to others. Neal Layton’s colorful illustrations look like they could belong 

to any child artist, and lend themselves perfectly to Lloyd-Jones’ humorous instruction manual. 

 

While presented as a silly story, Look! I Wrote a Book! (And You Can Too!) actually does give great 

writing advice, such as writing about what you know, understanding who your audience is, and the need 

for revision. If you or someone you know is an aspiring author with a story to tell, then this is the book 

they never knew they needed. 

 


