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Title: Meet Doc’s Toys 
Author(s): Megan Ilnitzki 
Illustrator: Disney Storybook Art Team 
Publisher: Disney Press 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 3-6 
Call Number: Juv Primer Disney 
 
This is a World of Reading Level Pre-1 primer featuring Doc McStuffins and her team of pets that assist 
her at the toy hospital. Each page is alive with full color illustrations of the team engaged in tasks like 
working at the front desk and washing hands before entering the OR. It’s a small twelve page book, so 
young readers will be able to finish it with ease. The Lexile® level is written on the back cover. 
 
 
Title: Masha and the Bear: The Best Birthday 
Author(s): Lauren Forte 
Illustrator: I. Trusov 
Publisher: Little, Brown and Company 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 5-7 
Call Number: Juv Primer Superheroes 
 
This is a Level 1 Passport to Reading reader meaning it includes short words in simple sentence 
structures. The story centers around Masha and the countdown to her birthday. She excitedly posts 
signs all around, counting down the days to her celebration. When the big day comes, Masha finds no 
gifts. Did her friends forget her big day? Read the book to find out! This book includes the word count, 
guided reading level, and number of Dolch Sight Words included in the text. 
 
 
Title: Inky’s Great Escape: The Incredible (and Mostly True) Story of an Octopus Escape  
Author(s): Casey Lyall 
Illustrator:  Sebastia Serra 
Publisher: Sterling Children’s Books 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 4-8 
Call Number: Juv Picbk Lyall, Casey 
 
If you don’t know, octopuses (or octopi) are natural escape artists. They love to be wherever they please 
to be, and Inky is no exception. Inky has made a name for himself as the “greatest escape octopus of all 
time.” He had escapes down to a science. But after a while of brilliant escapes, he takes a break at the 
local aquarium, where he meets his new best friend Blotchy. One day, after hearing so many of Inky’s 



stories, Blochy challenges him to escape the aquarium. Yes, it is an impossible escape, but this one might 
just be his best one yet! This is a fantastic picture book filled with beautiful and vivid color illustrations, a 
silly story, and a collaboration of various text fonts. Inky’s Great Escape is a hit with children and parents 
and sea creature lovers alike. 
 
 
Title:  Samantha Spinner and the Super-Secret Plans 
Author(s):  Russell Ginns 
Illustrator(s):  Barbara Fisinger 
Publisher:  Delacorte Press (Penguin Random House, LLC) 
Copyright: 2018 
Ages:  8-11 
Call Number: Juv Ginns, Russell 
 
Samantha Spinner’s Uncle Paul has disappeared, but he bequeathed his possessions to her and her 
siblings. To her teenage sister, he has left $2,400,000,000. To her eight-year-old brother, he has left 
Yankee Stadium and all the contracts to the players. To Sam, he has left an old, rusty, red umbrella with 
a tag that says, “Watch out for the RAIN.” At first she is jealous of the unfair gifts from her uncle, that is 
until she realizes that the umbrella holds clues to their uncle’s mysterious disappearance. Now Sam and 
her brother, Nipper, must travel through a world-wide hidden transportation system to Paris, Florence, 
and home again all while being chased by a pack of ninjas and a disturbing monkey. They are all after the 
umbrella and it’s up to Sam to solve the mystery before it’s too late. The back of the book has a super-
secret secrets section with additional hidden mysteries within the book and fun puzzles for kids. 
 
 
Title: Voices from the Underground Railroad 
Author:  Kay Winters 
Illustrator:  Larry Day 
Publisher:  Penguin Group USA 
Copyright:  2018 
Age:  8-10 
Call Number:  Juv 973.711 W788V 
 
Two slaves, brother and sister Jeb and Mattie, fear they are going to be sold at auction and separated 
from each other, so they steal away during the night. They are aided in their escape by a Quaker family, 
a railroad conductor and many others. 
 
Told in the voice of those involved in their flight to freedom, “Voices from the Underground Railroad” is 
in free-verse style narrative. Each character including slave owners, stationmasters, operatives and even 
slave catchers tells his story.  
 
Day’s paintings help to convey the emotional struggle and urgency of the pair’s progress. Historical 
notes at the end define and add information to the well-researched non-fiction book. 



Voices from the Underground Railroad is a moving and informative introduction to an uncomfortable 
time in America’s history for 3rd and 4th graders. 
 
 
Title: Mama Africa! 
Author(s): Kathryn Erskine 
Publisher: MacMillan Publishing Group, LLC 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 9-11 
Call Number: Juv Bio M235E 
 
This is a biography of the South African singer and activist Miriam Makeba. She defied those in power 
during the time of apartheid by singing in languages they were trying to eradicate in order to help 
inspire her people to stand up against injustice. Even after escaping South Africa and becoming exiled by 
the South African government, she continued to advocate for the abolition of apartheid and equality for 
her family and countrymen back home. With bold and vibrant illustrations and a glossary to help 
children pronounce and familiarize themselves with some of the names and places introduced 
throughout her story, this book remains best suited for 4th-6th graders due to some of the violent 
occurrences that are described as well as the complex vocabulary. 


