
January Booktalks Compiled 

 

Title: Peter Rabbit 1, 2, 3: A Counting Book 

Author: Beatrix Potter 

Publisher: Frederick Warne & Co. Ltd 

Copyright:  2019 

Ages: 2-5 

Call Number: Juv Boardbk Peter 

 

Building on the beloved tales of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter that likely had a presence in 

every parent’s youth, this book takes Peter on a graceful journey from one to ten. Using 

delightful pastels and whimsical illustrations, babies and toddlers are sure to find this counting 

introduction very appealing while parents delight in the nostalgia. 

 

 

Title: Bruce’s Big Fun Day 

Author/Illustrator: Ryan T. Higgins 

Publisher:  Disney-Hyperion 

Copyright:  2019 

Ages: 2-5 

Call Number: Juv Reader Higgins, Ryan 

 

Bruce the Bear is a grumpy fellow. His little friend Nibbs, a mouse with a hat, wants to help 

Bruce be happy. Nibbs plans a big fun day for Bruce. He makes breakfast in bed for Bruce. They 

go for a walk, a picnic, and a boat ride. Every activity Nibbs has planned is something Bruce 

does not like. Nibbs’ syrupy waffles spill all over Bruce and his bed; the walk is very exhausting 

for Bruce; Bruce gets attacked by ants at the picnic; and he is even bitten by a turtle after their 

boat ride. The day was filled with fun but that only made Bruce grumpier. Luckily, being grumpy 

is one thing Bruce does like. Higgn’s text is very simplistic and easy for young readers to grasp. 

It is in his illustrations that Higgins hides the more sophisticated humor, such as Bruce sawing 

logs while sleeping or impersonating a mermaid in the sand. Like any good Disney film, Bruce’s 

Big Day has a little something for both kids and adults to enjoy. 

 

 

Title: I Dig 

Author/Illustrator: Joe Cepeda 

Publisher: Holiday House 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 4-8 

Call Number: Juv Primer Cepeda, Joe 



 

In a similar written style to the age old See Spot Run, I Dig follows the adventures of one young 

boy while on a beach outing with his brother. He first sees a wave that carries a small shovel 

ashore. The little boy shares his newfound treasure with his brother and begins to dig in the 

sand. He finds some seashells and a crab and continues to dig. He creates a pretty elaborate 

tunnel and finds some star fish and a dog! He follows the dog out the tunnel to where his 

brother is resting on a towel. They play frisbee with the dog and then all lie down to watch the 

stars. What a great day. This book presents a fun tale of independent exploration and discovery 

that will surely delight young children as they embark on their own journey of reading 

discovery. 

 

Title: Honeysmoke: A Story of Finding Your Color                                                                                                     

Author(s): Monique Fields                                                                                        

Illustrator(s): Yesenia Moises                                                                                       

Publisher: Imprint, a part of Macmillan Publishing Group, LLC                                                                                           

Copyright: 2019                                                                                         

Ages: 6-9                                                                                         

Call Number: Juv Pic Bk Fields, Monique                                                                                             

 

Simone comes from a multiracial family, her mother is a woman of color and her father is 

Caucasian with red hair and pale skin. She is desperate to find the place she belongs and have a 

color of her own that describes her both inside and out. Simone asks her parents and her 

friends at school what her “color” is. “Am I black or am I white?” However, their answers do not 

help to fill the hole she feels by being ‘in between’. After some time observing her parents and 

the natural world around them, Simone expresses that her mother reminds her of honey and 

her father reminds her of smoke. From those observation, she decides that her color is a mix of 

theirs. She is Honeysmoke. 

 

 

 

Title:  Toby’s Story: A Dog’s Purpose Puppy Tale   

Author: W. Bruce Cameron 

Illustrator: Richard Cowdrey 

Publisher: A Starscape Book, Tom Doherty Associates 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 8-12 

Call Number:  Juv 
                         Cameron, 
                         W. Bruce   
                          



Summary: While all of Sadie’s other beagle puppies are energetic and playful, Toby is the last 
born on the ranch to be adopted. Like most beagles, he enjoyed running and playing chase with 
his siblings, but he has this one problem, which no one knew about. His paws hurt until 
sometimes they had a burning sensation and he would lick or chew on them just to get some 
relief. However eventually, a nursing home therapist, Patsy and her daughter, Mona adopt Toby 
and train him to become a therapy dog. Will those around Toby find out about his problem in 
time and get him the help he needs before it is too late?       
 

 

Title: Disney Princess: Ariel and the Sea Wolf 
Author(s): Liz Marsham  
Illustrator(s): Tara Nicole Whitaker 
Publisher:  Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse Books 
Copyright: April 2019 
Ages: 6-9 
Call Number: Juv Graphic Disney Princess 
 
This young readers graphic novel takes us back to when Ariel was a young mermaid. Ariel is telling 

far-fetched tales to her six sisters, but they do not know if her stories are real. During one story, 

Ariel accidentally hits Aquata’s bracelet and sends it sailing into Creepy Cave that houses a scary 

monster. Ariel doesn’t quite believe her sisters’ rumors, so she ventures to the cave at night to 

see what kind of “monster” really lives there. Will her sisters believe Ariel’s true story about the 

monster? Is it really a monster at all? You’ll have to read to find out! 

This graphic novel is designed for young readers, so there are colorful images, a simple panel 

layout, and easy-to-read dialogue bubbles. But the fun doesn’t stop there! At the end, there are 

fun activities to practice with little ones: a scavenger hunt, a poem exercise, a tell-your-own-

story, and more! Paired with a not-too-scary story, this novel is perfect for teaching young 

readers about friendship and honesty. 

 

 

Title: What on Earth? Birds:  Explore, Create, and Investigate! 

Author(s): Mike Unwin 

Illustrator(s): Pau Morgan 

Publisher: Quarto Publishing 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 6-9 yrs 

Call Number: Juv 598  U62b 

 

    This is an eye catching children’s book filled with a ton of interesting information all about 

birds.  It is told in a child-friendly way with cute pictures that are almost graphic novel like.  



There are three types of pages: Explore, Create, and Investigate.  The Explore pages give basic 

information about types of birds, size of birds, where they live, how they fly, how they use their 

beaks, why they migrate, and more.  The Create pages engage the reader on a more personal 

level whether it is learning how to draw a bird, make art out of feathers, or reading a poem or 

traditional story about birds.  The Investigate pages guide children to look at the parts of a 

bird’s anatomy and conduct experiments in an educational way.  These different pages are 

interwoven throughout the book based on topic. 

     This book will make reading and creating fun, and encourage children to look at nature 

around them in a new fresh way! 

 

Title: Meet the Disney Brothers 

Author: Aaron H. Goldberg 

Illustrator: Rob Yeo 

Publisher: Quaker Scribe Publishing 

Copyright: 2019 

Ages: 9 to 11 

Call Number: Juv Bio D612go 

 

Of course, we know the name Walt Disney, but not everyone realizes how closely his 

phenomenal success depended upon his older brother, Roy.  Meet the Disney Brothers outlines 

how very closely the two boys influenced each other. 

 

From a very young age Walt was creative and imaginative, but his stern father felt this was a 

waste of time.  He required his sons to work long hard hours at delivering newspapers or 

whatever endeavor he was pursuing.   Roy recognized and encouraged Walt’s talent and did 

what he could to help soften the blow of their father’s strict demeanor.   

 

Walt’s life seemed to be a rollercoaster of ups and downs but his creativity showed its strength 

even in the ways he overcame adversity. This is a very interesting story outlining, not only the 

life of Walt Disney, but also the fascinating history of the Disney enterprises including older 

brother Roy’s influence on their success. 

 

 

 

 


