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Title:  The Evil Princess vs. The Brave Knight: Make Good Choices? 

Author(s): Jennifer L. Holm  

Illustrator(s): Matthew Holm 

Publisher: Random House 

Copyright: 2021                                                                                 

Ages:                 4-7                                                               

Call Number: Juv Reader Holm, Jennifer 

 

Jennifer and Matthew Holm, the brother-sister duo who write/illustrate the Babymouse and Squish 

books have a new series based on their picture book, The Evil Princess vs. The Brave Knight. The books 

have the same brother and sister characters featured in the original, but the Holms have created this 

new series especially for younger readers. The Evil Princess vs. The Brave Knight: Make Good Choices? is 

a Step Into Reading Level 2 book, which means it contains basic vocabulary, short sentences, and a 

simple storyline. In the book, the two characters try not to get into trouble when they are stuck inside 

the castle on a rainy day. The Evil Princess and the Brave Knight are told by their “Magic Mirror” that 

they must make good choices instead of bad choices in what types of food they eat, what activities they 

do, and how they spend their time that day. The story is cute, and so are the illustrations. Do they make 

good choices? You decide!  

 

 

                                                             

Title:  Flubby Will NOT Play with That 

Author(s): J.E. Morris 

Illustrator(s): J.E. Morris 

Publisher: Penguin Workshop/Penguin Random House 

Copyright: 2019                                                                                

Ages:                 3-5                                                               

Call Number: Juv Primer Morris, J.E. 

 

“Flubby” is a big, fluffy cat who is not impressed at all when his owner brings home a bag of toys from 

the pet store for him to play with. His owner tries a flying bird, a wind-up mouse, a fishing pole, and 

even a Jack-in-the-Box (actually a Cat-in-the-Box), but Flubby is not interested. Flubby does find a toy to 

play with at the end of the book, and young readers who are cat owners themselves will agree that it is a 

perfect ending. It is a cute story, and the illustrations are hilarious. Just look at Flubby’s facial 

expressions if you really want to laugh aloud. 

 

 

 

Title:  Dotty 

Author(s): Paola Opal  

Illustrator(s): Paola Opal 

Publisher: Simply Read Books 



Copyright: 2020                                                                                 

Ages:                   1-3                                                               

Call Number: Juv Boardbk Dotty 

 

Dotty is one of the latest titles in a series of board books by author/illustrator Paola Opal. Dotty is a 

spotted fawn who wants to cross the stream to get to her mother. Dotty tries to jump, fly, and hop 

across the water like the other animals—and finally accomplishes her goal. The book is different from 

many board books because it actually tells a story instead of having just objects and words on a page. 

The illustrations and story are adorable. 

 

 

 
Title:    The Paper Kingdom 
Author:   Helena Ku Rhee 
Illustrator:   Pascal Campion 
Publisher:   Random House 
Copyright:  2020 
Ages:    4-7 (Grades Pre-K-2) 
Call Number:  Juv PicBk Rhee, Helena 
 

The Paper Kingdom is the story of a family of three -- young Daniel and his parents, who live in a 

tiny apartment in the city. Mama and Papa are the night janitors at an office building and usually leave 

for work just about the time Daniel goes to bed. Normally Aunt Clara comes over to babysit, but Aunt 

Clara couldn’t come on this particular night, and a very tired Daniel has to go to the office with his 

parents. They drive their beat up old car downtown to the office, a huge glass building that “always 

looked angry.”  Daniel asks many questions about the cleaning job, and his parents make up stories of 

an imaginary kingdom called the “Paper Kingdom” which has to be thoroughly cleaned for the “Paper 

King” (the boss).  The king has gone to bed, they say, and so they must clean up for him. The bathrooms 

must be cleaned and checked for dragons (workers) who might be hiding there. They’re small and 

friendly, but sometimes they hide because they’re afraid of the king and queen.  Daniel wonders why 

the dragons are so messy (“They should pick up their own trash,” he says).  He was hurt that his parents 

had to clean up the huge mess in the kingdom by themselves, and wanted to yell at the messy dragons.  

But his wise Papa says, “Someday you’ll have to be king…then you can sit in the throne room and tell the 

dragons to be nice and neat.” Daniel takes the advice to heart and vows that if becomes king one day, 

he will make sure the dragons clean up their mess. “That way, Mama and Papa wouldn’t have to.” 

The picture book is beautifully written and illustrated, with bold colors and wonderful details 

that the reader will appreciate. It also has a heartwarming message about the struggles of working class 

families. 

  

 

 

 



Title:    Royal Sweets: Chocolate Challenge 
Author(s):  Helen Perelman 
Illustrator(s):   Olivia Chin Mueller 
Publisher:   Aladdin Quix 
Copyright:   2020 
Ages:    7-11 
Call Number:   Juv Step-up Perelman, Helen 
Branches:   All branches    
#5 in the Series                                                                                         
 
Candy Fairy, Princess Mini, is surprised by her friend, a troll named Gobo, when she meets him for a 
playdate.  He is taking Princess Mini for a ride in his sailboat, when a storm passes through.  Princess 
Mini is scared, but Gobo is brave and he knows what to do.  Princess Mini encourages Gobo to enter a 
boat race that Gobo is skeptical about entering.  Gobo enters the race with his friends cheering him on. 
 
Royal Sweets:  Chocolate Challenge would be good for readers who enjoy stories about candy, sweets, 
friendship, problem solving, fairies, or trolls. 
 
The titles of each of the previous books in the series, the cast of characters, and table of contents are 
listed at the front of the book.  Additionally, there is a word list or glossary and discussion questions at 
the back of the book. 
 
 
 
Title:      Coo                                                                                                 

Author(s):   Kaela Noel                                                                                       

Illustrator(s):  Celia Krampien                                                                                  

Publisher:     Greenwillow Books, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers                                                                                        

Copyright:   2020                                                                                        

Ages:      8-12                                                                                    

Call Number:    Juv Noel, Kaela                                                                                        

 

As a baby, Coo was abandoned by an old railroad track.  Because it was about to snow, a group of 

pigeons who lived in a nearby dovecote took Coo in and raised her as one of their own.  The pigeons are 

the only family Coo has ever known.  When one of her favorite pigeons hurts his wing, Coo decides she 

must face her fears and go down into the world of humans to get help from a healer.  Coo knows that 

some humans are not nice to pigeons, and that bad things may happen to her flock. When the healer 

meets this ragtag, unkempt girl, who doesn’t speak English, she wants to help!  Will the healer be able 

to help the pigeon and the girl?  Will Coo be able to save her flock?  Read to find out! 

 

 

 

Title:    Witches of Brooklyn                                                                                         

Author(s):    Sophie Escabasse                                                                                      

Publisher:   Random House (RH Kids Graphic) 

Copyright:   2020                                                                                        



Ages:   MG (4-7 grade)                                                                     

Call Number:  Juv Graphic Witches of Brooklyn v. 1  

 

After the untimely death of her mother, 11-year-old Effie is sent to live with her elderly aunt Selimene in 

Brooklyn, who she has never met. Aunt Selimene allows Effie to believe that the business that she and 

Aunt Carlota run out of their home is rooted in herbalism, but the two women are actually witches. 

While preoccupied with settling in, making new friends, and bonding with her aunts, Effie is surprised to 

learn she also has magical powers and is a witch.  

 

 

 

Title:   Can We Be Friends? Unexpected Animal Friendships from around the World 

Author(s):  Sirotich, Erica 

Illustrator(s):  Sirotich, Erica  

Publisher:  Harper/An imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers 

Copyright:  2020 

Ages:   3-8 

Call Number:  Juv 591.56 S621c 

 

“Can you be friends with somebody who is very different and not at all like you?” (p. 6) 

 

Join the author-illustrator and travel around the world exploring five unexpected animal friendships 

based on real-life stories. In this picture book, rhyming couplets introduce each animal pair.  On the 

page following the introductions is a brief explanation of how they became friends. 

 

“Whose friend will YOU be?” (p. 29) 

 

The back matter includes a short glossary, a source list, and a “Read More About It!” section. 

 
 

Title:   The Story of Harriet Tubman 

Series:  A Biography Book for New Readers                                                                                                  

Author:  Christine Platt                                                                                    

Illustrator: Loris Lora                                                                                       

Publisher:  Rockridge Press                                                                                           

Copyright:  2020                                                                                         

Ages:  6-9                                                                                         

Call Number:   Juv Bio T885pL                                                                                            

 

This excellent biography of Harriet Tubman for early chapter book readers is clear, concise, and 

impactful. Within eight short chapters, it covers Tubman’s life chronologically, from birth to death, and 

situates her heroic achievements within historic context. Author Platt guides the young reader, through 

her crystal clear language; they are sure to connect with and be inspired by Harriet Tubman. 



They first learn that Harriet Tubman was born a slave around 1822. Her parents, as slaves 

themselves, had no say over her life. At age 5, she was put to work. She endured beatings, and a couple 

times as a child, she almost died from such abuse. Even so, she and her father liked to walk in nature 

together. He pointed out the North Star to her, telling her that this was the star that slaves followed to 

find their way north to freedom. She kept that in her mind until, as a young woman, she did just that. 

She used the Underground Railroad to escape herself, all alone, and then risked her life going back to 

the South to lead other slaves to freedom as a “conductor.”  

Each chapter begins alongside a full page illustration. Smaller illustrations abound throughout 

the book. They are made up of vibrant colors and simple shapes, and seem to evoke folk art qualities. 

Harriet looks out from the pages with large eyes, at various ages; children are sure to feel a connection 

with her, as they are lead along her story and find out about her great courage and humanity at each 

further stage of her life. The book is also enhanced with additional visual graphics, including small maps 

and timelines, which situate the events in each chapter. “Myth & Fact” panels contrast a commonly 

head falsehood with the corresponding truth. “Jump in the Think Tank” presents intriguing questions for 

further reflection and/or discussion. A glossary, quiz, and further questions for reflection end the book.  

 

 

 

 


