
February Booktalks, Compiled 

 

Title:  Unicorn and Yeti: Sparkly New Friends 

Author(s): Heather Ayris Burnell  

Illustrator(s): Hazel Quintanilla 

Publisher: Acorn/Scholastic 

Copyright: 2019                                                                                 

Ages:                   5-7                                                               

Call Number: Juv Reader Burnell, Heather 

 

Unicorn and Yeti are first drawn together for their love of sparkly things. Yeti thinks Unicorn is sparkly 

and Unicorn thinks Yeti lives in the sparkly-est place he’s ever seen. Turns out, they are both right. This 

book is about new friendship and learning what is special and unique about one another. Yeti teaches 

Unicorn how to have a snowball fight and Unicorn teaches Yeti how to be fancy. They realize that they 

have many differences, but they have things about them that are the same as well. The book is arranged 

into three sections, but the storyline is the same throughout, so it is easy to follow. The illustrations and 

text follow more of a graphic novel type format which should really appeal to young readers. A couple of 

discussion-type questions are included at the end of the book and so is a special “You Can Draw 

Unicorn!” section that shows you how to draw a unicorn in numbered steps. A sweet little book that 

teaches children all about friendship. 

 

                                                          

Title:  We Are Mad, Dear Dragon 

Author(s): Marla Conn 

Illustrator(s): Jack Pullan 

Publisher: Norwood House Press                                                                                      

Copyright: 2020                                                                                 

Ages:                    3-5                                                               

Call Number: Juv Primer Conn, Marla 

 

Dear Dragon and his best pal once again star in a series of Beginning-to-Read books for children from 

Norwood House Press. We Are Mad, Dear Dragon is one of a new set of books that feature the main 

character and his pet dragon seeing shapes, looking at the sky, walking in the woods, and dealing with 

various emotions. They are part of the Dear Dragon Developing Readers series, and, according to the 

publisher, are written at a lower level than the original Dear Dragon series. This means that they use, 

among other things, simple plots, repetitive words and phrases, familiar topics, and illustrations that 

reinforce the text to help the child learn to read. As with all Dear Dragon books, there are lists of sight 

words and suggested activities within the book that will help with reading comprehension and basic 

concepts. The storyline is cute, and easily relatable to young children. The illustrations are simple and 

maybe a bit dated, but children won’t care—they’ll be excited that they are reading! 

 

 

Title:  Play With Me 

Author(s): Agnese Baruzzi  



Illustrator(s): Agnese Baruzzi 

Publisher: Minedition 

Copyright: 2019                                                                                 

Ages:                    1-3                                                               

Call Number: Juv Boardbk Baruzzi 

 

Play With Me is a delightful board book with flexible pages that contains illustrations of children in 

various forms of play. There’s an astronaut who wants the reader to walk on the moon with them (“walk 

with me”), a swimmer who invites the reader for a swim (“swim with me”), a basketball player who asks 

the reader to throw a basketball (“throw with me”), and several others. All of the pages have the phrase 

“…with me” and feature various action words with corresponding illustrations so that little ones can 

possibly guess what the word will be without reading it. The best part of the book, however, is the fact 

that all of the pages have two holes where the character’s legs or arms should be so that the reader can 

actually participate in what is happening on the book’s pages. Brilliant! 

 

 

 

Title:    Paula Knows What to Do 

Author(s):   Sanne Dufft 

Illustrator(s):  Sanne Dufft 

Publisher:   Pajama Press, Inc. 

Copyright:  2019 

Ages:   4-8 

Call Number:  Juv PicBk 

 

The book begins, “There’s something wrong today. Paula’s daddy just stays in bed.”  So the reader 

knows immediately that something is wrong and soon learns that Paula’s mom is “gone” and that her 

dad is still grieving over her loss. He doesn’t want to do normal things like make coffee for himself and 

hot chocolate for Paula.  “I know what to do,” says Paula. “Mommy loved to go sailing. Will you come 

sailing with me?”  She then proceeds to paint a large picture of a sailboat and “off they go.” Here Dufft 

mixes the childlike artwork of Paula with her own beautiful illustrative style. (show page)  A storm 

comes – “and a mighty storm it is!” They have to evacuate the sailboat, using the sail to carry them into 

the sky. They fly over fields, mountains, and canyons, then fall from the sky … right into the bed. Their 

imaginary trip is over, but it has been healing for Paula’s dad.  Paula asks, “Are you still sad, Daddy?”  “I 

am, but not as much. I’m so glad you knew what to do.”  It’s a beautiful picture book about the grieving 

and healing processes. (show page) 

 

 

 

Title:    Mighty Meg and the Magical Ring 

Author(s):   Sammy Griffin 

Illustrator(s):   Micah Player 

Publisher:   Little Bee Books 

Copyright:   2019 



Ages:    10-12 

Call Number:   Juv Step-up Griffin, Sammy  

 

Meg is surprised that her favorite aunt Nikki who works in Sweden is visiting for her eighth birthday.  

She is a little confused by how she suddenly feels and by her dreams while wearing the Swedish island 

ring at first, but excited to discover the ring her aunt brought her is giving her super powers.  Meg tests 

it.  She takes it off, and she is the same Meg.  With the ring on she is real strong, jumps high, runs fast, 

and can disappear at just the right moment. 

 

Meg uses her newfound superpowers to rescue a drowning dog; and then Meg had an idea!  She would 

use her superpowers to do mighty things.  Meg would be Mighty Meg! 

 

Illustrations are shaded drawings that show emotion and compliment the story well.  Meg’s favorite 

color is orange, and Mighty Meg and the Magical Ring is shaded and illustrated in orange. 

 

There is a sneak peak of Book 2 and more Little Bee published books in the back. 

 

Mighty Meg and the Magical Ring is the first book of a series. 

 

 

 

Title:          Because of the Rabbit                                                                                            

Author(s):       Lord, Cynthia                                                                                   

Publisher:           Scholastic Press                                                                               

Copyright:          2019  

Ages:                   4th-6th grade                                                                       

Call Number:    Juv Lord, Cynthia                                                                                          

 

Emma, who has been homeschooled her whole life, is on the eve of starting 5th grade at a public 

elementary school, when she and her father, a Game Warden, rescue a domestic rabbit who is stuck in a 

fence.  Emma has a hard time adjusting to her new school at first, and begs her family to let her keep 

the rabbit as a pet.  All she wants is a new best friend, and since she isn’t having much luck making 

friends at school, she thinks the rabbit might fit the bill.  Emma’s desk is put in a group with several 

other children, one of whom has special needs.  They are assigned to do a group project together.  Can 

this project help Emma make new friends at school?  When Emma finds out that there is a new family in 

town with a missing rabbit, will she have to give up her new best friend?  What will happen to Emma 

because of the rabbit?   

 

 

Title:   The Boxcar Children                                                                                                     

Adapted by:  Shannon Eric Denton                                                                                         

Illustrated by:  Mike Dubisch                                                                                        

Publisher:  Magic Wagon: Edina, MN                                                                                            

Copyright:  2009                                                                                         



Ages:   7-10 (Grades 1-5)                                                                                         

Call Number:  Juv Graphic Boxcar Children v. 1                                                                                              

 

Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny Alden are brothers and sisters who have no parents. The only way they 

can stay together as a family is to find a way to live on their own. One night during a storm, the children 

find an old red boxcar that they decide to make their new home. They search the nearby woods and 

junkyard for food and supplies, and Henry, the oldest, does small jobs to earn money. However, young 

Violet suddenly gets very sick. Will the children be able to stay together in the boxcar, or will Violet's 

illness cause things to change? 

 

A highly edited version of the classic book by Gertrude Chandler Warner, this graphic novel's clear, 

simple language, and easy to follow panel layout make it a great option for children who struggle with 

reading, or for those who simply love comic books. 

 

 

Title:   The Don’t Worry Book 

Author(s):  Parr, Todd 

Illustrator(s): Parr, Todd 

Publisher:  Little, Brown and Company 

Copyright:  June 18, 2019 

Ages:   3-6 

Call Number:  Juv 155.412 P259d 

 

If you worry too much. Maybe this book will help you! 

 

“Sometimes you worry.  Worrying happens when you think too much about a problem or feel afraid that 

something bad is going to happen.” (pgs. 3-4)  There are many reasons people worry. 

 

“When you worry, try doing something to keep yourself busy…” (pg. 19) There are also many ways to 

feel better.  

 

This book is a great conversation starter.  It is also a tangible and helpful way of explaining anxiety 

without judgement of it being “bad”. 

 

So, don’t worry, be happy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


