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Title:  Pride Colors 
Author:  Robin Stevenson 

Illustrator:    

Publisher:  Orca Book Publishers 

Copyright: 3/12/2019 

Ages:  3 months – 2 years 

Call Number:  Juv BoardBk 
                          Stevenson 
 
Robin Stevenson provides a parade of colors while promoting diversity and encouragement. Besides 
colors, the author does include only two shapes: the heart and the circle throughout the book. She uses 
descriptive words to describe the texture of grass to young children.     
 
 

Title:  Meet A.R.F.    Series: World of Reading Pre-Level 1; Disney Junior Puppy Dog Pals 
Author:  Michael Olson and Bob Smiley 
Illustrator:  Premise Entertainment and the Disney Storybook Art Team 
Publisher:  Abdo Publishing  
Copyright: 12/15/2019 
Ages:  5 - 6 
Call Number: Juv Primer Disney   
 
Bingo and Rolly who are both real dogs are surprised by their owner, Bob when he comes home with 
A.R.F. What is an A.R.F.? An A.R.F. is an Auto Doggie Robotic Friend. A.R.F. has a purpose and that is to 
clean up the puppies, Bingo and Rolly’s messes and not his own. What happens when two real puppies 
and one cat, Hissy along with a robotic dog are left at home while Bob goes to work? A.R.F. chased Hissy 
all over the house and now it’s a hot mess.     The problem is who will clean the mess made by A.R.F.? 
 
 
 
Title:  Frank and Bean 
Author:  Jamie Michalak 

Illustrator:   Bob Kolar 

Publisher:  Candlewick Press 

Copyright: 10/08/2019 

Ages:  5 - 8 

Call Number:  Juv Reader Michalak, Jamie 
 
Frank is a hotdog and a writer who would like nothing more than peace, quiet, and privacy when he 
writes. After all, his writing is top secret. From the frog, owl, and crickets being around, Frank cannot 
seem to find a place to write when he is all alone. However, along the way, Frank meets Bean who is 
trying to write new songs. Then, an interesting friendship develops somehow even though Frank wants 
quiet and Bean likes noise.    



Title: Yasminh in Charge 
Author(s): Saadia Faruqi 
Illustrator(s): Halem Aly 
Publisher: Picture Window Books 
Copyright: 2019 
Ages: 6 to 8 
Call Number: Juv Step-up Faruqi, Saadia 
 
Yasmin in Charge is a collection of four stories about Yasmin, a young Pakistani girl. Each episode has 
two or three chapters.  Yasmin finds creative ways to solve problems.  When she’s left in charge of the 
class by the teacher, her classmates refuse to sit still and work math problems so Yasmin offers a 
scented colored pencil to anyone who finishes their work.  Problem solved. 

In another episode, while on a field trip to the zoo, Yasmin is chosen to feed fruit to the animals, but she 
trips and spills the food in the pond.  She asks the zookeeper if she can give the monkeys a banana from 
her lunch.  All the children donate a piece of fruit so the monkeys are fed and happy. 

Dressed as a superhero, Yasmin looks for someone to save from a villain.  She helps a neighbor pick up 
spilled groceries, helps a friend solve his math problem, and helps a little girl get a ball off the roof.  She 
goes home disappointed that she hasn’t found a villain to defeat.  Her father reminds her that villain or 
not, helping people is what real superheroes do. 

The final pages of the book include “Think About it, Talk About It,” which poses questions related to the 
stories; a list of Urdu words and definitions; facts about Pakistan; and how to make a paper bag 
superhero puppet. 

Yasmin in Charge is a perfect start for children wanting to move from beginning readers into chapter 
books. 

 

 

 

Title: The Art of the Swap 

Author(s): Kristine Asselin and Jen Malone  

Illustrator(s): Jen Malone 

Publisher: Aladdin 

Copyright:  2018  

Ages: 8-12 yrs. 

Call Number: Juv Asselin, Kristine 

 

     If you like history and mysteries, then The Art of the Swap is for you!  The main character, Hannah 

Jordan, loves history and receives huge helpings of it every day because she lives inside a museum with 

her caretaker father.  The Elms, a mansion – turned – museum, was once the grand home of the wealthy 

Berwind family during the early 1900’s.  Hannah’s favorite story about the house concerns the stolen 

portrait of the family’s niece, Maggie Dunlap.  Hannah loves looking at the picture and wonders what it 

would have been like to be friends with Maggie. While walking the hallways of the The Elms one night, 

Hannah looks in a mirror and sees Maggie’s reflection.  When both girls touch the mirror, Hannah and 



Maggie switch bodies and centuries.  With no idea how to switch back, both girls have to pretend to be 

the other, but it’s tricky and amusing at times!  Hannah has the advantage of knowing the history of the 

time, but she has to learn how to behave as a young girl in the previous century – meaning a lot less 

freedom for girls than today!  Maggie has to overcome all the changes and technology of 100 years in 

the future for her.   

     With the help of new friends from the past and present, Hannah and Maggie save the real painting 

without drastically altering time and manage to get back to their correct times.   

The Art of the Swap is a sweet simple read full of suspense, fun, and friendship. 

 

 

Title: Taste the World: Rice 

Author: Shawn Brennan 

Publisher: World Book, Inc. 

Ages: 5-12 

Call Number: Juv 633.18 R495w 

Copyright:  2020 World Book, Inc. 

 

IL: MG     BL: 6.0     AR Pts: 1.0     AR Quiz: RP 

 

 Rice, rice baby! Join this starch observer – we’ll call him Bryce -  as he leads the reader on a 

global (and tasty) journey of rice production and consumption.  

 Rice is one of the world’s most popular food staples with more than half of the globe’s 

population including rice as part of their main meal every day. This hearty grain “has fed more people 

over a longer period of time than any other crop” (6) – and it has a special place in the history of 

Crowley, Louisiana where life continues to be “rice and easy.” China and India grow about half the 

world’s rice supply, which is not surprising given that rice originated in Asia about 10,000 years ago. Our 

grainy tour guide explains that rice’s historic journey took the crop from China to Korea, to Japan, India, 

Indonesia, and the Philippines before finding its way to Africa, Europe, South America, and the United 

States. Rice has set foot on nearly every continent where it has been transformed into a unique cultural 

delicacy at each stop. In China, “a rice dumpling called zongzi is traditionally eaten during the Dragon 

Boat Festival…held each spring,” (11) while in Africa, they enjoy a rice bread cake called mkate wa sinia. 

But rice has not just found a place on our plates, oh no. The Diola people of Senegal see rice as a sacred 

object, Koreans once used rice as a form of currency, and sticky rice was even used to build the Great 

Wall of China! 

 There are a few hundred different kinds of rice that are grown today because there are so many 

different places where rice is farmed. But all of these kinds of rice fall into one of three categories: long 

grain, medium grain, and short grain. Long grain rice is good for side dishes and you can find short grain 

rice in a lot of sushi. If you want to make some perfect white rice, Bryce has a recipe for that on page 18. 

In fact, this book includes several recipes for some of the traditional and more surprising rice dishes that 

can be found around the world, such as champorado (Filipino chocolate rice pudding), Africa’s mkate wa 

sinia, and nasi goren (a traditional Indonesian stir fry). 



 Filled with countless tidbits on how each region has embraced rice and illustrated with brilliant 

color photographs, this book is a visually stunning introduction to such a common culinary ingredient. 

Readers of all ages will come away having learned something new. There is a glossary to offer readers 

richer definitions of complex or foreign terms that could not be defined in the text and some helpful 

hints for the curious little chefs out there who want to try their hand at some of the book’s recipes. 

While there is no bibliography or suggested reading list, the book does state there is so much more to 

explore “beyond the grain.” Clearly every country and continent detailed here has a rich and delicious 

history just waiting to be discovered by the hungry young reader. Other books in this series produced by 

World Book invite readers to take a bite out of chocolate, corn, garlic, and potatoes. 

 
 

 

Title: Taste the World: Sugar  

Illustrator(s): Carrington, Matthew 

Publisher:  World Book Inc. 

Copyright: 2020 

Ages: 9-11   

Call Number: Juv 641.336 S947w 

 

This new series from World Book: “Taste the World” gives readers an in depth look at common herbs, 

spices, and ingredients. Some of the other titles are Salt & Pepper, Garlic, Corn, Chocolate, and Potato. 

All of these books share the same format for the most part. The ingredient is introduced by how it is 

commonly used and/or known, then a bit of the history is explored. Where did it come from? How was it 

used? How is it processed? Then each book pinpoints different areas of the world where the ingredient 

is used often. Sugar even includes recipes and cultural tidbits from these areas for the reader. The 

cooking is recommended with a parent, of course.  

Sugar also gives mini culinary science lessons to reader by explaining how it interacts with other 

ingredients. For example, it teaches readers about how sugar comes in many forms due to the type of 

processing it undergoes, how it can thicken sauces, add volume and structure to pastries, and balance 

acidic foods! There are various other fun facts spread throughout the pages and eye-catching pictures to 

entertain the reader… and maybe make them a bit hungry. 

“Sugar experts from the Caribbean helped establish cane sugar in Louisiana. In 1791, the first sugar mill 

on the North American mainland was built in New Orleans. Today, Louisiana is one of the leading 

producers of cane sugar in the U.S. The U.S. ranks fifth of all countries in sugar cane production.” 

 
 
Title: Patricia’s Vision: The Doctor Who Saved Sight 
Author(s): Michelle Lord 
Illustrator(s): Alleanna Harris 
Publisher:  New York, New York: Sterling Children’s Books 
Copyright: January 2020 
Ages: 5-10 



Call Number: Juv Bio B329.8L 
 
It’s inspiring how one little girl growing up in Harlem, New York, would grow up to be the first of many 

things in the science field. While other little girls wanted to be nurses, Patricia Bath wanted to be a 

doctor. When some women went to college to find a husband, Patricia studied and worked diligently to 

pursue her passion: ophthalmology. She saw eyesight as a basic human right.  

While she interned at the Harlem Hospital, she persuaded doctors to perform eye surgeries in the eye 

clinic, something they had never done before. She was the first African American to complete a 

residency in ophthalmology at New York University. She was the first female faculty member at the 

UCLA School of Medicine Jules Stein Eye Institute. And while she strived to develop a way to cure 

cataracts, she developed an invention called the Laserphaco Probe that would do just that. This lead to 

her very first patent, also making her the very first African American female doctor to receive a medical 

patent. 

Dr. Patricia Bath saw possibilities when others could not. With her determination, compassion, and a bit 

of gumption, she made the world a brighter place. And you can read more about her exciting story in 

this book! 

 

 

 


