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NEW SPACIOUS AND CONVENIENT PARKING LOT OPENS TODAY AT MAIN LIBRARY  
 

One of the final steps in the completion of the new Main Library at Goodwood was taken today at noon, as the 

Library opens its spacious and convenient 318-space parking lot off Goodwood Boulevard to the public.  The 

parking lot is one of the last active construction projects on the site, since the Main Library held a soft opening in 

January and a ribbon-cutting ceremony in April. 
 

The parking lot includes 18 parking spaces for disabled patrons, as well as 21 parking spots for high-occupancy (2-

plus riders) vehicles and 21 spaces for fuel-efficient vehicles.  In addition, vehicles can drop patrons off at the 

Library’s front entrance under a covered area.  In a few weeks, a drive-through book drop-off and pick-up window 

area also will open, and an electronic marquee sign at the front entrance of the parking lot will be installed.  That is 

Phase II of the parking lot plans.  The parking lot itself and turning lanes off Goodwood Boulevard are all complete 

as part of Phase I. 
 

“The opening of the parking lot brings us closer to completing this innovative Main Library at Goodwood project, 

which is a jewel in the crown of our 14-branch Library System and offers amenities, programs, resources and 

services unparalleled in even some of the bigger city libraries across the nation,” said Spencer Watts, East Baton 

Rouge Parish Library Director.  “Now that we can offer more convenient parking and drive-up services, I’m sure 

our patrons will be enjoying the facility and all it has to offer more often.  We are striving for community- and 

people-centered libraries that serve the needs of our residents at every level possible to prepare them for the ever-

changing world around us.” 
 

The parking lot was built where the original Main Library used to be located, and the new Main Library built 

adjacent to the site.  Weather and other construction delays caused a longer-than-expected parking lot building 

period.  Patrons have been parking at an alternative site, thanks to a collaborative partnership with BREC, since the 

Library’s soft opening.  Temporary parking was and still is available at the BREC Theatre or Rose Garden off 

Independence Boulevard.  The Rose Garden parking lot will be closing in the near future, however, for construction. 
 

The East Baton Rouge Parish Library System currently is celebrating its 75
th

 anniversary, and the Main Library at 

Goodwood is considered a showcase location parishwide.  Last weekend, BREC and the Library collaboratively 

held a ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opening the shared Independence Park Plaza outside the Main Library 

entrance and across from the Independence Park Café.  The Plaza includes an outdoor theater, giant chessboard, 

fountains, outdoor seating and free WiFi service. 
 

The Main Library touts a cutting-edge design over three stories and 129,000 square feet (as compared to the former 

site’s 65,000 square feet).  It cost about $41.2 million to build ($1 million under budget) and boasts: original stained 

glass windows, landscaped garden patio terrace, energy- and water-efficient programs and green designs, Children’s 

and Teen’s rooms, high-tech updates and plug-ins, increased access to computers (140), free WiFi, study and 

meeting rooms, the Career Center, the Baton Rouge Room and Genealogy Collection, a Technology Lab, 3D 

Printing, a quiet reading room, an increased selection of items (500,000 books, movies, artwork, music, etc.) and 

much more!  For more information, call (225) 231-3750, click on www.ebrpl.com or visit our Facebook or Twitter 

sites. 
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