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EBR PARISH LIBRARY (EBRPL) RECEIVES JOURNAL’S 5 STARS AWARD 
EBRPL the Only Library System in the State with 5 Stars 

 

For the fourth consecutive year, the East Baton Rouge Parish Library (EBRPL) System has the honor 

of being presented with the Library Journal’s America’s Star Libraries Award, and this year it’s the 

only library in the state honored with the Journal’s  5 Stars rating.  Few library systems across the 

United States receive the Journal’s America’s Star Libraries rating, and much fewer obtain the coveted 

5 Stars designation.  In the previous three years, EBRPL was awarded the 3 Stars rating. 

“Once again, the East Baton Rouge Parish Library has been recognized nationally as one of the best and 

brightest of the public libraries in the United States,” said Kizzy Payton, President of the East Baton 

Rouge Parish Library Board of Control.  “We are delighted to be named one of America's Star 

Libraries for 2015 and are eager to share this honor and all it recognizes in services, programs and 

collections with our real stars - our Library patrons.”   

It’s an elite group of high-performing library systems in the United States that are named the cream of the 

crop and obtain the highest recognition:  the 5 Stars designation of the America’s Star Libraries award.  

Only 85 Library systems, or 1.1 percent across the nation, earned 5 Stars.  That’s after an extensive 

review of 7,663 public libraries being scored for the main award with only 261 libraries, or about 

3.4 percent of the applicants receiving any honor at all.   

East Baton Rouge Parish Library is a standout among comparable America’s Star Libraries in 2015, 

offering local patrons some of the best library resources, collections, archives, technology and databases 

available.  Only four other library systems in East Baton Rouge Parish Library’s category received 

5 Stars.   That includes the prestigious Cuyahoga County Public Library in Parma, Ohio, and the Public 

Library of Cincinnati, the first- and second-place scorers (1,655 and 1,247) in this Star category.  EBRPL 

held third place, followed by Cleveland Public Library (1,198) and Seattle Public Library (1,126).   
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“Our Library is in good company, and this outstanding recognition is a testament to our staff's continuous 

hard work in delivering convenience, cutting-edge technology, resource materials and excellent customer 

service,” Payton said.  “It's great to hear from our customers and our peers in libraries across the nation 

that we are getting it right in promoting lifelong learning while engaging and inspiring the public.  Now 

the work continues with our 10-year plan, and we are excited to build on the foundation of our 

accomplishments, expand what we offer and reach for even higher services and offerings to enhance the 

lives of our patrons.”  

The Library Journal’s Index of Public Library Service is the measurement tool for the Star awards.  It 

compares U.S. public libraries with their budgeting peers based on four per capita output measures:  

circulation, library visits, program attendance and public Internet computer use.  

“We are pleased to achieve this high level of recognition.  It is particularly gratifying that our ranking has 

moved so dramatically and so quickly to the very highest level on the national stage,” said Spencer 

Watts, director of the East Baton Rouge Parish Library.  “This is a tribute to the hard work and 

innovative spirit of our staff, the strategic planning and leadership of the Library Board of Control, the 

continuing collaboration and assistance of the Mayor’s Office and the Metro Council and the enthusiastic 

support of our community.” 

Information about the Library Journal’s America’s Star Libraries program and index can be 

found at  

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2015/11/managing-libraries/lj-index/class-of-2015/all-the-stars-2015-

state-by-state/. 

 

For more information about EBRPL, call (225) 231-3750 or visit us at www.ebrpl.com, Facebook or 

Twitter. 
 
 

The East Baton Rouge Parish Library is a community service organization that connects our citizens with information, 

resources, materials, technology and experiences in order to make a positive difference in their lives. The new Main Library at 

Goodwood is joined by 13 branches open seven days a week (hours vary), and Library services are available 24/7 (mostly free) 

at www.ebrpl.com.  Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Pinterest. 
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